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•Brutal logic: Nearly all the benefits of climate
change mitigation by cities and states occur
outside their borders: 100% of the costs and
something much less than 100% of the
benefits (and the inverse is true of climate
change adaptation).

•Cruel irony: Subnational governments will
under-invest in mitigation compared to
adaptation or, more generally, compared to
policies driven by local net benefits. To the
extent that these reduce emissions as a co-
benefit (rather than as the organizing goal),
selfish strategies are likely to produce more
reductions than 80x50 strategies!
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• PRICE TAKER
• Commodity prices
• EV charging interaction with density

• POLICY TAKER
• National carbon pricing 
• State jurisdiction over building codes

• POLLUTION TAKER
• Temperature, precipitation, sea level
• Place attachment
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